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FORM1 
CALDERDALE METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

WILDLIFE AND CQUNJRYSIDE ACT 1981 

Jhe w;1g1ffe and counteyslde <Definitive Mam and Statem§rg) 
Regulations 1993 Schedule z 

APPLICATION FOR MODIFICATION ORDER 

DEFINITIVE MAP ANO STATEMENT FOR CALOERDALE 

To: Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council 
Of: Town Hall, Crossley Street, Halifax, HX1 1 UJ 

hereby apply for an order under •Section 53(2) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 modifying the Definitive Map and Statement of the Area by: 

1. Deleting the footpath / bridleway / restricted b ay / byway open to all traffic _. 
shown as number ... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . ... ... . . . . .................. . 
from .......................................................................................................,. 
to .. 41 ~ • .a • o. & ■ II: ,I ,a • I • I ■ I. t .. a ■ ::I~ I " & 4 • -,; .. '::I ,I • 'f I ...... II' l • ,c " , ' ' ♦ 4 I 'I' l a .... I • c IL I I I I ■ ,I ~ # # I ■ I' t ~ ,I 4 ■ ■ ■ ... f I 4 ~ t: • • •" • I• ~ 1' • & ■ ■ ,o • .,. 6 • a :,o 

2. Adding the footpath / bridleway / stricted byway / byway open to all traffic * 
from .................................... , ............................................................, ..... . 
to ......................................... .................................................. ···-·· .......... . 

3. Upgrading / DawflgFadlng * to a :footpath / bridleway I.festriaeEf by.vay / t,yway. 
gpe,, to aH ttaffic • 
the footpath I bridhWJGY: restrioles by-nay J by.-.iay open to an b affic ., 
shown as number ...........~...~/~...................... . 

from .......................................................................... ........... .. ................ . . 
to _." •" t .. pa.•• I.• <II_. Ji 1' I. I. .. t .. - aJ. • •, ■ t 1' • • • t _. • • ♦ ••It • & II ,I.• t t. • I f 11 I.• I I I 11' 11 OI • 1' I I;• I f • • I I I. I ♦ 1' I I'• I, I I• II I ■ t • ■ I, loa II I••• ■ I ♦ If 6 J<I, 
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Upgrading to a bridleway the footpath shown as number Halifax 161 

from junction with Castle Carr Road 
To junction with Low Lane 

Upgrading to a bridleway the footpath shown as Halifax 160 (part) 

From junction with Halifax 161 
To junction with Heys Lane 

Upgrading to a bridleway the footpath shown as Halifax 162 

From junction with Halifax 161 
To junction with Heys Lane 

Upgrading to a bridleway the footpath shown a Halifax 164 

From the junction with Heys Lane 
To junction with Wadsworth 68 at Luddenden Brook 

Upgrading to a bridleway the footpath shown as Halifax 165 

From junction with Heys Lane 
To junction with Wadsworth 86 at New Bridge 
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4. Varying I Adding to ., the particulars relating to the foo ath I bridleway/ restricted 
byway I byway open to all traffic * 
shown as number ... .. . . .. .. ... ... . ... ... ... ... .. . . .. .. ... . . .. ......... . 

from .............................. ............ .. ........ ....................... ................... ........ . 

to ... . . . .. . ... . . . ........ .... . .. .. ... .. .. ... .. . . .. . ......................................................... .. 
• 

by providing that . . . . .. . . . ..... . ... ... . . ................................................................ . 

and shown on the map annexed hereto. 
I 

,,fNJe attach a map and copies of the following documentary evidence (including 
statements of witnesses) in support of this application: 

List of Documents provided (iii): 

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::~:::::::::::::: ::: :::::: ::: :::::: ::: ::::::::::::::::::::: 

........... -~···· ......................................................... ~ ....... .... ........~~••1••······--········ .. ·--••*••· ......... . 

I accept that the Information that I have given wm be dlaplayed on a Register of 
Definitive MapMod A• - - - lions which Is open for public 
insna.Wil,,,n 

··· · ······ ............. Date ....,l,1./~JJ11-................... .. 

(I) Insert name of applicant(s) 
(ii) Insert address of applicant(s) 
(iii) Insert list of documents 
* Please delete as appropriate 
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Introduction 

1 The claimed highway gave access-to Luddenden Spa, a natural spring 
and amphitheatre by New Bridge, which for centuries was popular for 
congregational meetings. 

"It appears that springs and fountains have, from almost the earliest account of 
time, been looked upon as sacred, especially if the waters of them were medicinal, 
for then the priests were furnished with an argument for enforcing the paying a 
religious regard thereto, as if their virtue proceeded from the inhabitation of some 
Deity. These were the notions of Heathens; and as ridiculous as they seem, those of 
superstitious Christians were not much better: for it was exceedingly common 
amongst them to dedicate remarkable springs to particular feints, to whose merits 
any cures they might receive were always attributed; and on the Saint's day whose 
name the well bore, the people, in former times, assembled there to make offerings , 
or vows, to the same .... but the church of Rome still keeps up the old ridiculous 
notions about consecrating fountains." 
The History and Antiquities of Halifax, Rev John Watson, MA, 1775 

The highway claimed led to one such spring in the Luddenden Dean, the 
valley which extends northwards from the Calder Valley near Halifax. 

2 Spaw Sunday had remained a tradition long after the Rev Watson 
wrote these words, when he also described the adorning of wells with 
boughs and flowers. This traditional celebration was on the first Sunday in 
May, when people would flock to certain natural springs whose waters were 
reputed to be beneficial to health. 

3 This event was described by Whiteley Turner in his much-acclaimed 
book about th is region, 11A Springtime Saunter", published 1913, but now in 
its third reprint. 

Whiteley Turner, after losing his arm whilst working ln a mill when a 
youngster, was given a free education as he could no longer work. He 
described the walks he undertook, and the people and places he met in the 
Luddenden Valley, including a section on John Preston, a "preacher of 
another type". 

4 Preston was said to have dwelt in the valley for over thirty years, during 
which time he had never slept in a bed. 

"He would gather the children around him should he meet them coming from 
school, and catechise them, teach them their prayers, or prompt them in 
singing one of his favourite hymns". 



Each first Sunday in May he wended his way down the woodland to the Spa, to 
watch people assembling from places miles around, some purely for pleasure, 
others to enjoy the early morning walk, and not a few to hear old Preston "preych" 
his annual sermon. 

People came from Wadsworth, Pecket Well, Crimsworth and villages in Warley 
Township. 

Preston would go to a secluded part of the wood commanding a view of the flat 
part of the wood near the Spa from where he would address his "congregation", 
but in wetter weather he would use the New Bridge as his rostrum. 

5 On one occasion eight members of Oats Royd Brass Band attended, 
bringing in their train "several hundred persons''. The Rev Joseph Poynton, 
Minister of Mixenden Congregational Chapel preached at the Spa and the 
Mixenden Band turned up, and on another occasion the Salvation Army was 
present. 

6 The descent from Hays Lane, close to Luddenden Dean Chapel, (now burnt 
to the ground) is clear to see today, and it is likely that worshippers from Midgley 
and Wadsworth Townships regularly used the claimed highway to reach this 
church. 

7 On the western (Midgley township) side of the valley, the approach to the 
Spa is not so obvious as there are three routes which would have brought people 
from Midgley town and from over Midgley Moor from Old Town and Crimsworth. 

8 Curiously, the woodland in which then Spa is situated is shown to have no 
owner in the Finance Act 191OMap, for its history may have demonstrated that it 
belonged to the public who had frequented it for centuries. 

9 The substantially built "New Bridge" is typical of a packhorse bridge and 
served travellers who wished to cross the valley. 

On the Warley side, the road, now known as Hays Lane, formerly terminated at the 
western side of Throstle Bower, from where travellers descended to the stream. 
The termination of Hays Lane can be identified on two plans of the lands of Owl 
Hill (The Hullet), 1810, and on the 1828 Greenwood Map of Yorkshire. 

Consequently New Bridge was an important crossing point for traffic approaching 
from Upper Saltonstall (AD1274), or from the highways passing through Upper and 
Lower Heys (both AD1331), as well as those formerly described approaching from 
Midgley Township. 

This evidence will demonstrate that the claimed route was part of a thoroughfare, 
as well as for centuries being the focus for religious gatherings. 
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Prehistoric sites V 

3.5 Historical Background; 

Early prehistoric sites have been located at the head of 

the Luddenden Valley and include Mesolithic. Neolithic, 

Bronze Age and Roman/Iron Age on the uplands 

(Watson, 1952; Gilks, 1991). These upland gritsone 

mesolithic sites on both Midgley and Saltonstall Moors 

with an all chert site at the head of Luddenden Dene on 

Oxenhope Moor (Faull & Moorhouse, 1981 ; Gilks, 1991; 

Watson, 1952) . 
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Fig. 3.5 Map showing Mesolithic sites at the head of 
the Luddenden Valley (after Watson, 1952). Sites within 
the dotted line were discovered and identified pre-1950. 
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